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supreme trial. A purely local dispute between Austria, Hungary
and Serbia in the Balkans dragged, as if by a chain of inexorable
fate, all the great Powers of Europe into the general war which
had been so long foreseen. Russia could not stand aside and see
her Slav sister states destroyed, and her entry into the arena
involved that of her ally, France. Germany stood by the side of
Austria-Hungary, Italy, alone of the Triple Alliance Powers,
declining to let herself be drawn in. The German invasion of
Belgium, in accordance with a long-matured war plan, but in
flat defiance of her treaty engagements, made Britain's only
possible course clear to everyone of her people. On August
4th, 1914, she declared war on Germany, and flung herself with
all her energies into the greatest armed conflict of her history.
NOTES  FOR  FURTHER  READING
The material for the Boer War is voluminous enough, but much
of it is of only ephemeral value. The anonymous Handbook of the
Boer War is a \vell-\\ritten and very accurate account in brief, with
better maps than Conan Doyle's more widely known work. The
four volumes of the Official History or the Times History should be
consulted if anything on a larger scale is wanted. There is a life of
White, by Durand, a recent and very good one of Duller by Melville,
and Arthur's classical biography of Kitchener, but as yet no adequate
life of Roberts.
The development of the army between 1902 and 1914 is adequately
outlined in Anderson"s pamphlet and in the first volume of the official
History of the Campaign of 1914 in France.
Colonel Dunlop's Development of the British Army from 1902 to
19x4 gives ?. somewhat fuller account.